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1 . AT MARCH 13 RESIDENCE MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER, 

PARTIALLY REPORTED REETEL, BRATTELI CONCENTRATED MAJOR 
PORTION OF OUR DISCUSSION, CONDUCTED IN A MOST ANIMATED 
FASHION FOR HIM, ON THE "SAD CONDITION OF EUROPE." 

CONVINCED OE THE NEED FOR EVENTUAL EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL UNITY, WHICH WOULD ALSO INCLUDE NORWAY, 

BRATTELI NOTED HOW APPALLED HE IS AT THE PRESENT STATE 

OF EUROPE. HE FEARS THAT THE LACK OF LEADERSHIP IS 
THREATENING TO RESULT IN A SERIOUS ERAGMENTATION. HIS 
COMMENTS WERE FOCUSED ON GERMANY, FRANCE, AND THE UK 
WHOSE LEADERS ARE IN THE BEST POSITION TO INELUENCE 
POSITIVELY THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAIRS. 

2. BRATTELI'S COMMENTS ON GERMANY WERE BRIEF BUT SHARP. 
ACKNOWLEDGING THE SENSITIVITY ITS LEADERSHIP MUST 
EXERCISE, HE NEVERTHELESS PLACES CONSIDERABLE BLAME ON HIS 
COUNTRY FOR EUROPE'S PLIGHT BECAUSE OF ITS FAILURE TO 
DEMONSTRATE STRONGER LEADERSHIP. 
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3. CONCERNING FRANCE, WHILE HIGHLY CRITICAL OF ITS 
CURRENT ANTICS BRATTELI ACCEPTS ITS AIM TO PLAY A 

PIVOTAL EUROPEAN ROLE, BUT ADMITTED TO CONSIDERABLE 
CONFUSION CONCERNING ITS TRUE SHORT-TERM INTERESTS AND 
DESIGNS. HE WILL NOT WRITE FRANCE OFF AS A MAJOR INFLUENCE 
BECAUSE ITS CIVIL SERVICE IS THE BEST IN EUROPE, IF NOT 
THE WORLD. THE CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE PROVEN MORE THAN 
ONCE SINCE THE WAR THAT, IN SPITE OF THEIR POLITICAL 
LEADERS' MACHINATIONS AND SQUABBLES, THEY CAN KEEP THE 
COUNTRY FROM ECONOMIC DISASTER AND SO, WITH ECONOMIC 
FOOTING, CONTINUE TO GUARANTEE FRANCE A PROMINENT 
EUROPEAN ROLE. 

4. HIS MOST BARBED REMARKS WERE SAVED FOR THE BRITISH, 
PARTICULARLY THE NEW PRIME MINISTER, HAROLD WILSON. 

NOTING HIS ECONOMIC ADVISER HAD GIVEN HIM DATA THAT VERY 
DAY SHOWING THE BRITISH WORKER 40 PERCENT LESS PRODUCTIVE 
THAN MOST EUROPEANS, HE EXPRESSED STRONG RESERVATIONS 
ABOUTBRITAIN'S ABILITY TO REMAIN A MAJOR EUROPEAN 
INFLUENCE. HIS LENGTHY REMARKS ABOUT WILSON CAN BE 
SUMMARIZED IN BRATTELTS OWN WORDS, "NO CREDIBILITY." 
BRATTELI, WHOSE INTEGRITY IS PROBABLY HIS MOST PROMINENT 
VIRTURE, ALSO EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT WITH FINANCE 
MINISTER HEALEY AND FOREIGN MINISTER CHALLAGHAN FOR THEIR 
FACILITY IN SHIFTING THEIR GROUNDS FOR POLITICALLY 
EXPEDIENT REASONS, PARTICULARLY IN REFERENCE TO EUROPE 
AND THE COMMON MARKET. 

5. AS FOR NORWAY, BRATTELI BELIEVES THAT - DESPITE THE 
PROBLEMS OF RULING WITH A MINORITY GOVERNMENT - THE 
NEAR-TERM PROSPECTS PROMISE STABILITY. INFLATION IS HIS 
CHIEF CONCERN. TO KEEP INFLATION WITHIN MANAGEABLE 
BOUNDS, HE IS RELYING ON THE CONTINUED SUPPORT OF 'A 
STRONG, RESPONSIBLE UNION LEADERSHIP ' TO MODERATE WAGE 
DEMANDS. HE NOTED THOUGH THAT EVEN WITHIN THE TWO- WEEK 
PERIOD SINCE WE LAST DISCUSSED THIS ISSUE, HIS CONFIDENCE 

IN THE UNION LEADERS' ABILITY TO CONTROL WAGE DEMANDS HAS 
BEEN SLIGHTLY ERODED DUE TO THE EVER-RISING COSTS OF 
LIVING, FUELED IN LARGE PART BY RISING COSTS OF IMPORTS. 
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